AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COM=ANY ®©

MEDIA LINE: 877.506.6117

www.atcllc.com

April 10, 2012

From: Jackie Olson
jolson@atcllc.com
920-338-6574 (office)
920-360-0966 (cell)

American Transmission Co. proposes hew transmission project

serving Michigan’s UP, northern and northeastern Wisconsin
Bay Lake Project will address reliability issues, generation changes

DE PERE, Wis. — American Transmission Co. is announcing a transmission line and
substation project to improve electric system reliability in northern Wisconsin and the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

“The Bay Lake Project will improve electric system performance in the region as well as
increase stability and reliability of the system,” explained David Smith, ATC manager of
reliability planning. “Reinforcements of the electrical transmission grid in northeastern
Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula are needed due to a combination of factors,
including reliability concerns, generation changes and changes in demand.”

Although ATC has made reinforcements in the region in the past six years, the
transmission upgrades have not kept pace with the changing needs. Reduced output
from generating units at power plants in the region has placed increasing importance on
transmission.

The Bay Lake Project will address these concerns and includes the following
components:
e a 345-kV line from a new substation in the Green Bay, Wis., area to an expanded
substation near Ishpeming, Mich., (about 175 miles)
s a 138-kV line from the new Green Bay area substation to the Morgan Substation
near Oconto Falls, Wis., (about 40 miles) and
¢ two 138-kV lines between the Menominee County and the Escanaba, Mich.,
areas (about 60 miles).

Preliminary cost of the facilities is estimated to be between $470 million and $705

million for the 345-kV projects and between $125 million and $190 million for the 138-kV
projects.

-more-



The announcement of the project kicks off an inclusive and thorough process of public
involvement and regulatory review. ATC will hold a series of informational open houses
to encourage public input on potential routes.

Following public outreach, ATC expects to file applications to build the line with
regulatory agencies in Michigan and Wisconsin in late 2013 and in early 2014. If
approved by both states, construction of the project would begin in 2015 to meet an in-
service date of late 2016.

Note to editors: A study-area map of the Bay Lake project, along with additional
information, is available at: www.atc-projects.com
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ATC owns, operates, builds and maintains the high-voltage electric transmission system serving portions
of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and lllinois. Formed in 2001 as the nation’s first multi-state
transmission-only utility, ATC has invested $2.7 billion to improve the adequacy and reliability of its
infrastructure. ATC now is a $3.1 billion company with 9,440 miles of fransmission lines and 519
substations. The company is a member of the MISO regional transmission organization, and provides
nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without

favoring any market participant. For more information, visit our website at www.aftcllc.com.



