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ATC receives PSC approval for power line between Fitchburg and Verona  
New line will strengthen Dane County’s transmission system, route to follow existing 
corridor  
 
MADISON, Wis. – The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin today approved a vital improvement to Dane 
County’s electric transmission system linking a new substation in the City of Fitchburg to an existing substation 
in Verona.  The new 138-kilovolt line will run six miles along an existing right-of-way between the new Oak 
Ridge Substation in Fitchburg and the Verona Substation.  
 
“We are pleased that the PSC agreed with our assessment for this much-needed transmission line that will 
improve electric system reliability in the rapidly growing areas of southern Dane County and northern Green 
County,” said Sarah Justus, ATC local relations representative. “The existing facilities are operating at near-
maximum capacity during the peak summer season and may face overloads by next summer,” Justus said. 
“The transmission system is outdated and needs to be reinforced to prevent future system failures. The new 
facilities also will strengthen Madison Gas & Electric’s local distribution system.”  
 
In its decision, the PSC selected the route recommended in ATC’s application filed in January 2007.  “The 
route along Adams Road and County Highway M makes use of an existing transmission line corridor,” explains 
Justus. “The construction along this existing corridor is a cost-effective route that minimizes impacts to the 
community. The amount of new right-of-way needed is also less on the approved route.”  
 
The project was introduced to the public in 2005 to meet growing demand for electricity in south central Dane 
County. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Verona’s population between 2000 and 2005 grew by 44 
percent—a rate faster than any other community in the state.  
 
Construction on the new Oak Ridge Substation will begin in the coming months and is expected to be 
operational by June 2009. The transmission line construction will begin following the substation work, and the 
line will be operational in June 2010. The estimated cost of the project is $22 million.  
 
ATC’s proposal for a 345-kilovolt transmission line between the towns of Christiana and Middleton is currently 
under regulatory review. The company expects the PSC to schedule hearings later this year or in early 2009.   
 
ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and 
reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective 
competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional 
transmission organization, ATC owns 9,100 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of 
$1.8 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois. For more project information, visit our 
Web site at www.atc-projects.com.  
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